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My Lords, 
TE E Judges having reportfd to His Majeſty in Council, that the Sentence paſſed on my unfortunate 
Brother is a legal one; it me to implore your Lordſhips Interceſſion with His Majeſty for 


His Moſt Gracious Mercy, and to hope your Lordſhips will npt think an Afflicted Siſter's Application ill- 
founded, in a Caſe ſo hardly circumſtanced; and which the udpes, (tho by the Severity of the Law, 
they have thought themſelves obliged to pronounce the fatal Sentence) have fo earneſtly recommended 
to your Lordſhip's Humanity, to the Faſtice I will not preſume to add, tho' in their Letter to your 
Lordſhips, they ſay, that in Juſtice to the Priſoner, as well as for their own Conſciences Sake, they 
recommend him to His Majeſty's Mercy. | 


Tu Court-Martial, my Lords, ſeem to have acquitted my unhappy Brother of Cowardice and 
Diſaffection, and therefore it is preſumed he ſtands Sentenced under the Head of Negligence. It is not 
fitting, perhaps, that a wretchecl Woman as I am, ſhould offer my Argv: cats in my Brothers Behalf to 

r Lordſhips, who are Maſters of the whole; but what Criminal Neg}:zence my Lords can there have 

en, in which neither Coward ce nor Diſaffection have had a Part; what Criminal Negligence can there 

have been, ſince the Judges have thought it incumben on them, for their own Conſciences Sake, 
and in Juſtice to the Priſoner, to recommend him to His Majeſty's Mercy. 


| 

I muſt ſubmit to your Lordſhips, whether it be the Meaning of the Law, that every Kind of Negligence, 
wilful, or not, ſhould be puniſhed with Death. If fo, it is not for me to make an Obſervation on the 
Law; if not, and Negligence ariſing neither from Cowardice nor Diſaffection, or Wilfulneſs, ought 
not, according to the Spirit and Intention of the Law, to be deem'd Capital. Why, my Lords, ſhould 
my poor Brother ſuffer, wher: both the Sentence by which he is condemned, and the Letter to your 
Lordfhips, by which he is ſo ſtrongly recommended to His Majeſty's Mercy, fully prove that his Judges 
did not deem him deſerving of the Puniſhment they thought themſelves obliged to Sentence him to. 
I hope your Lordſhips will not think he ought to Suffer, either under a Law unexplained, or doubtful, 
or under a Sentence erroneouſly paſſed. If the Law has been miſunderſtood, and if my unfortunate 
Brother has been Condemn'd, under the 12th Article, according to the Spirit and Meaning of which 
he ſhould not have been Condemned, I ſubmit to your Lordſhips, whether his Life ſhould be the 
Forfeit. | | 


Ir there is a Doubt on the Principles and Motives, that induced the Court-Martial to intreat the 
Interceſſion of your Lordſhips with His Majeſty for Mercy, I ſubmit to your Lordſhips whether thoſe 
Motives ſhould not be more fully explained before it be too late. It would be needleſs to mention the 
uſual Courſe of His Majeſty's Mercy to the Condemned, upon the Application of his Judges, if my 
unhappy Brother's Caſe had Circumſtances particularly unfavourable in it, but as on the Contrary for 
he Reaſons I have ventured briefly to offer, and the many other that muſt Occur to your Lordſhips, 
nis Caſe appears to be uncommonly hard, and well deſerving of that Mercy to which his Judges have 
g earneſtly recommended him; I hope I ſhall ſtand Excuſed if I beſeech your Lordſhips immediate 
Interceſſion with His Majeſty in his Behalf. „„ 


February 17, 1757. 
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